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The Moneyers and Domesday Book
Rory Naismith (The University of Cambridge)

England possesses two very special sources that allow close study of two different aspects of the
kingdom in the eleventh century. One is Domesday Book: a detailed survey of landholding that
records the value and ownership of thousands of locations, comparing their current worth in 1086
with that of the time when Edward the Confessor still lived at the beginning of 1066. The other is
the coinage. England’s silver pennies can be arranged into a sequence of national types that were
changed frequently from the late tenth century onwards. Each specimen carries the name of the
individual who made it (the moneyer), and also of the location where they were based. Thousands
of moneyers are known from about 130 mint-places active between the early 970s and 1100.

These two very rich sources are assessed together in this talk. The basic question is whether
any moneyers might be identifiable among the landholders in Domesday Book. Recent developments
in publication of the coinage and in Domesday scholarship make this exercise more practicable than
ever before. A list of all known moneyers is compared with Domesday landholders who held
property within 20 miles of that moneyer’s mint place. The results show that over half of all
moneyers apparently do not appear in Domesday. Others can be divided into probable, plausible and
possible matches, based on how many matches are found.

Analysis of this body of moneyers prompts new observations about the standing and work
of moneyers in the late tenth and eleventh centuries. It is apparent that moneyers were highly diverse
in their level of wealth, and that to some extent richer moneyers tended to work more briefly and on
a smaller scale. These perhaps represent figures with a range of connections and responsibilities in
local elite society, who could add minting to their repertoire as and when the need arose. Conversely,
poorer moneyers tended to overlap more often with those who worked longer and on a larger scale;
these may represent moneyers who derived more of their livelihood from the act of minting.

Another conclusion relates to the assumed urban associations of moneyers. While it is clear
that moneyers did have interests in towns, they also had lands and connections in the countryside.
They should not be thought of as exclusively urban; nor should they be regarded as driven by
commercial motives. In the wider economic and social context of the early Middle Ages, it is difficult
to envisage many if any moneyers working on this basis. More often they would have been driven
by the patronage of specific social networks, and it is argued that these could have been based on
patterns of lordship sometimes visible in Domesday.

Overall, what emerges is a strong impression of moneyers being embedded in local society.
They did not work in a distinct sphere.
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An all-but-exclusively English occupation
David Roffe (The University of London)

The Norman conquest of England saw a social and tenurial revolution on a scale that was
unprecedented before and has never been paralleled since. Within twenty years of the Battle of
Hastings in 1066 an English elite had been almost completely replaced by a continental aristocracy.
Commissioned by William the Conqueror in 1085, the Domesday inquest reveals a society that had
to all appearances been 'Normanized' at every level of government and administration. What, then,
is the more remarkable is that moneying, as evidenced by the coins themselves, remained an all-but-
exclusively English occupation. This paper explores the reasons for this phenomenon.

There are few explicit references to moneyers in Domesday Book itself, but it is clear from
the few that do appear that they were a cut above mere craftsmen. Usually enjoying sake and soke,
a liberty that brought them into a close relationship with the king, they were what was known as
king's thegns, that is, they were ministers of the crown. As a class they had occupied a key role in
royal administration since the reform of the coinage in the late tenth century, and their status reflected
their importance. The scant references before the Conquest show that they were as likely to hold
land in the boroughs where they minted and as elsewhere in the country, that is they had a profile
that was similar to other thegns of local and regional standing. So, some of the thousands of TRE
holders that Domesday Book records must almost certainly refer to them.

How to identify them is the problem. The Domesday evidence and the coin record each have
their own uncertainties and problems of interpretation. However, a methodology is proposed to
identify individuals and their lands in both and to correlate the results. The urban holdings of
moneyers in 1086 are examined first and then an attempt is made to identify their rural estates in the
lands of the king's thegns where, given their status, they are most likely to be found. The
identification of lands in 1066 follows.

Absolute certainty is not always possible, but enough probable identifications can be made
to draw wider conclusions. In common with the majority of their countrymen, moneyers, at least the
most prominent ones, also lost estates or suffered a depression in their status. However, it seems that,
like reeves and lawmen, they were retained as moneyers by the crown to ensure the continued smooth
running of the county towns on which royal administration depended. Some may have even been
preferred and risen in the king's favour. Moneyers were simply too important to the Norman regime
to sack. As the agents of a system of monetary control that was unparalleled elsewhere in western
Europe, they continued to ensure the soundness of the English currency into the twelfth century and
beyond.
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